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diate Election would result in an overwhelming
majority for the Coalition. An immediate Election
was decided upon, and Parliament was dissolved to
that end.

The Election of December 1918 was unique in
more than one respect. It was the first Election in
which women exercised the suffrage. It also brought
to an end a Parliament which had lasted for eight
years, a longer period than had obtained for over a
century. The length of the last Parliament had as a
consequence the decision of many Members not
to seek re-election. Among these was the Member
for the Ladywood Division of Birmingham. The
Conservatives of Ladywood decided to offer the
candidature to Mr. Chamberlain. In the country as a
whole he was regarded as a failure on account of the
ill-success which had attended his Directorate of
National Service. Outside Birmingham therefore he
might at this time have found some difficulty in
getting a seat; but Birmingham, remembering the
family tradition and his own services during the
period of his mayoralty and the preceding years, did
not allow its loyalty to be shaken by the view then
current as to his administrative capacity. In being
offered Ladywood however he was not getting a
safe Conservative seat such as his brother had in
West Birmingham. Ladywood lies in the industrial
centre of the city of Birmingham and contains an
almost exclusive working-class population. It is not
surprising, therefore, that in the old days it had been
a Radical centre. But the factor of incalculability,
which should have been so strong by reason of the
feminine electorate and the long duration of the
late Parliament, was almost eliminated by the great
prestige attaching to the Coalition on account of the
victorious conclusion of the War. This was the
governing factor of the Election, and it operated as